ROCKY MOUNTAIN MARTIAL ARTS
CHILD PROTECTION AND ABUSE PREVENTION POLICY 1.0

BACKGROUND CHECKS
All instructors and high-level practitioners (Jo Kyo, Kyo Sa, Kyo Bom and Sa Bom) and studio owners certified by the U.S. Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan Federation are subject to a background checks and Child Safety Training on an annual basis as a requirement for certification.  Additionally, any assistant instructor, staff member or volunteer who does not hold a U.S. Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan Federation certification but who has regular interaction with minors at Rocky Mountain Martial Arts are subject to the same annual background check and Child Safety Training requirement.  

CHILD SAFETY TRAINING
As stated above, any adult in regular contact with minor students at Rocky Mountain Martial Arts are required to complete a Child Safety Training course on an annual basis.  This includes instructors, high-level practitioners and studio owners certified by the U.S. Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan Federation as well as non-certified assistants, staff and volunteers or any other adults in regular contact with minor students at Rocky Mountain Martial Arts.  Consistent Child Safety Training for adults who are in regular contact with minors in youth sports settings is a requirement of the “Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization Act of 2017”.  Child Safety Training provides instructors, staff and volunteers with awareness of the basic characteristics of a sexual abuser, the process by which an abuser picks and prepares a child for abuse, and indicators of child sexual abuse, making them better equipped to recognize and prevent abuse in youth sports programs.

ONE-ON-ONE INTERACTION
All instruction, including private lessons, shall take place in an open training area with the doors open and only during times the studio is open to the public.  Parents are encouraged to stay and watch classes and private lessons.  Non-related one-on-one interaction between adults and minors in closed spaces (bathrooms, locker rooms, etc.) is prohibited, except in instances where adherence to this policy would cause harm to the child, such as medical emergencies.  In the case of a medical emergency, or a situation in which an instructor, staff member or volunteer must check on a student’s well-being in a closed space (bathroom or locker room), the instructor, staff member or volunteer must leave the door open (unless it would be inappropriate to do so).  

MANDATORY REPORTING
The “Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization Act of 2017” broadens the definition of a mandatory reporters to any adult who interacts with minors in a youth sports facility or event.  All certified instructors and studio owners as well as non-certified assistants, staff and volunteers who interact with minor students at Rocky Mountain Martial Arts are considered mandatory reporters under Federal and State law and are required to report any suspicions of abuse to local law enforcement

PROHIBITED BEHAVIOR
1. Use of degrading language or behavior.
2. Bullying behavior.
3. Threatening or intentionally inflicting physical injury upon anyone, especially a minor. 
4. Committing any sexual offense against a minor or engaging in any sexual contact with a minor.
5. Making any sexual advance, or engaging in other verbal, or physical conduct of a sexual nature with a minor.
6. Non-related one-adult/one-child interaction except in an emergency where following this policy would be dangerous to the child. If a child is receiving individual instruction or taking a private lesson, this activity must be in a public setting rather than behind closed doors.  

Individuals who have been subjected to abuse may exhibit identifiable signs or behaviors and Child Safety Training will help educate responsible parties about signs and behaviors that may warrant careful consideration or reporting.

REPORTING AUTHORITY

In the event of any incident or circumstances deemed reportable, responsible reporters shall communicate directly with: 
   
NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR WHOEVER IS RESPONSIBLE TO VET SCHOOL LEVEL REPORTS AND DECIDE IF LAW ENFORCEMENT OR OUTSIDE AGENCIES NEED TO BE INVOLVED

[bookmark: _GoBack]Any circumstances or incidents reported at Rocky Mountain Martial arts which involve an instructor or school owner certified by the United States Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan Federation shall be promptly  forwarded to the Federation:

Executive Administrator
20 Millburn Ave, Floor 2
Springfield, NJ 07081
(888) SOO-BAHK
childsafety@soobahkdo.com 

If after reporting an incident or circumstances per policy instructions an observer still feels the matter should be reported to outside agencies, then it is the observer's responsibility to do.





